
Safety Facts/Media Infonnation
. The fatalityrate on the nation's highwaysin 2003was the lowestsince recordkeeDinllbellan29 veafSago. U.s. Transportation

SecretaryNormanY. Minetacreditscampaignsto encouragesafetybelt use anddiscourageimpair~.ddriving,tougher safetybelt
anddrunkdrivinglaws,and improvedvehiclesafety standards.

. Nationallyin 2003,a total of 42,643peopledied and 2.89 miIlionwere injured,comparedto 43,005peoplekilled and 2.93 million
injured in 2002.

. In 2003, U.S. Department of Transportation Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS) indicate th.at there were 294 people
kiIled, down from 323 in 2002, a 10% decrease. This is one of the highest percentage decreases in 1heUnited States.

. Nationally, passenger vehicle occupant fatalities dropped to 31,904 - the largest decrease since 1992. This decline is consil';teot
with increasesin safetybelt use and more crashworthyvehicles.

. In 2003, therewas also a decline in the numberof unbeltedfatalities,againreflectingan increasein safetybelt usage. However,
56% of those killed in passengervehicleswere not wearingsafetybelts. Motor vehiclecrashesar~ the leading caus(!of death for
everv age 4 through33.

. 83%!! Connecticut'spercentageof safetybelt use in 2003, afterthree consecutiveyearsat 78%.

. Ejectionfromthe vehicle is one of the most injuriouseventsthat can happento a personin a crash. Safetybelts are effectivein
preventing total ejection: only 1 percent of the occupants reported to have been using restraints wer~ totally ejected.

. Researchhas found that lap/shouldersafety belts, whenused correctly,reduce the risk of fatal inj1)ryfor front-seatpassel'\gersby
45%. Child safetyseatshavebeen foundto reducefatal injuryby up to 71% for infantsand 54% for toddlersin passet1g~rcarS.

. A total of 17,013 alcohol-related fatalities were recorded in 2003, down by almost 3% from the pr~vious year. NHTSA statistical
data indicates that in Connecticut, of the 294 fatalities, 131, (or 45%) were alcohol-related. This is a 9% decref.se &010the
previous year.

. You Drink & Drive. You Lose increase enforcement efforts is December 15, 2004 - January 2, 2005.

. The mission of our mobilizations is to develop partnerships to cooperatively save lives, prevent injuries and reduce traffic-related
healthcare and economiccostsresultingfrom impaireddriving.


